
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

Texas Byzantine Pilgrimage Feb. 20- Mar. 2, 2010 

February 19-20: flight from the U.S.A. to Amman, Jordan. Arrival in mid-afternoon. Transfer to 

hotel and Divine Liturgy (our group only) in an Amman Melkite Byzantine Catholic Church. Dinner 

at the hotel.  

February 21:   after breakfast, travel to Petra, the 6th cent. BC Nabataean capitol city carved in 

stone, tour of Petra and lunch. We will enter Israel through the Alenby border crossing. Our Israeli 

bus and agency guide will be waiting for you to welcome you to Israel and take you straight to the 

hotel in Bethlehem, dinner at the hotel.  

February 22: after breakfast, travel to Masada which is one of the most  important and 

frequently-visited places in Israel, the site of an ancient fortress overlooking the Dead Sea and the 

Judean Desert, it was the site of the great stand-off between Ancient Roman Military and Jewish 

fighters in 70 AD.  After Masada travel to  Qumran, site of the ancient Jewish Community of the 

Essenes (also of the Dead Sea Scrolls), lunch at Qumran and visit the archeological site of Qumran, 

and bathe in the Dead Sea . Then we travel and visit the city of Jericho. Dinner and overnight at 

hotel in Bethlehem. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

February 23:  after breakfast travel to Jerusalem visiting the Mount of  Olives, Pater Noster 

Church, a panoramic view of the Old City of Jerusalem, then walk to the Church of Dominus Flevit 

and the Church of Gethsemani. Lunch in Jerusalem, travel to Ein Karem, where St. John the 

Baptist was born, and visit the church. Evening return to Bethlehem and dinner at the hotel. 

 



                                          

 

February 24: after breakfast travel to Saint Anne, Bethesda Springs and  walk the Via Dolorosa 

and to the Basilica of the Holy Sepulcher (over Golgotha and the Holy Tomb of Christ).  Lunch in 

the Christian Quarter, then walk via the Roman Cardo (ancient Roman secondary street) to Mount 

½ƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ²ŀƭƭ όǘƘŜ ά²ŀƛƭƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƭέύΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊ ƛƴ DŀƭƛŎŀƴǘƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ 

the Last Supper, the Tomb of King David and the Church of the Dormition of the Mother of God.  

Return to Bethlehem, dinner at the hotel. 

¶ Optional night tour of the City of Jerusalem (25$ per person)  

 

 

 

 

February 25: after breakfast leave Bethlehem toward Saint Saba Monastery ( Mar Saba), founded  

in 439 by St. Saba, it is where St. Romanus the Melodist lived and where St. John of Damascus is 

buried. Travel to the Herodion named after King Herod. The Herodion was built by King Herod as 

one of his most lavish palaces. Lunch in Bethlehem and after lunch we travel to the Shepherds' 

Field and the Basilica of the Nativity in Bethlehem. There will also be time to shop in the 

ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ά{ƻǳƪέ όŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘύ ƻŦ .ŜǘƘƭŜƘŜƳΦ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ 

Bethlehem. 

 

 



  

 

 

 

February 26: after breakfast, travel north to Caesarea, the port city of King Herod. We travel then 

to Haifa, lunch and visit Mount Carmel and the places associated with the Holy Great Prophet 

Elijah, a panoramic view of the charming city and port of Haifa. Then trave to historic Akko visiting 

the city and its crusader fortress and the ancient Byzantine Catholic Church of St. Andrew in the 

citadel.  Travel to Nazareth to the hotel and dinner at the hotel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 27:  after breakfast, Divine Liturgy in the Melkite Byzantine Catholic Church, tour the 

city of Nazareth including  Jesus' Synagogue located in the Byzantine Catholic Church, the Basilica 

of the Annunciation, ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭunch in 

Nazareth, after lunch, visit the Nazareth village, dinner at the hotel. 

February 28:  ŀŦǘŜǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀ ƻŦ DŀƭƛƭŜŜ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜέ 

the Wedding at Cana Church. Travel to the Golan Heights and visit Caesarea of Philippi, lunch and 

a panoramic view of the Israeli-Syrian border, travel to the mount of the Transfiguration (Mount 

Tabor). Travel back to Nazareth and dinner in Nazareth.   

March 1:  after breakfast, travel to the Lake of Tiberias, around the lake visiting Tabgha, the 

Mount of the Beatitudes, Caphernaum,  lunch and boat cruise in the lake. Then cross the border 

to Amman, night tour in Amman, dinner and overnight at the hotel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2: breakfast at the hotel, transfer to the Queen Alia International Airport in Amman. Fly 

back to the U.S.A. 

Additional information: 

¶ The price of the pilgrimage for the package is 2,799$. The land-only price is 1499$. 

¶ The price includes practically everything: full-board, transportation from and to the airport, custom 

and border taxes, hotel staff and restaurant tips. The price excludes the tip for the guide and for 

the bus driver. 

¶ All the hotels are 4 star and our buses are brand-new and air-conditioned. 

 


